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42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–09 Edition) § 455.20 

§ 455.20 Recipient verification proce-
dure. 

(a) The agency must have a method 
for verifying with recipients whether 
services billed by providers were re-
ceived. 

(b) In States receiving Federal 
matching funds for a mechanized 
claims processing and information re-
trieval system under part 433, subpart 
C, of this subchapter, the agency must 
provide prompt written notice as re-
quired by § 433.116 (e) and (f). 

[48 FR 3756, Jan. 27, 1983, as amended at 56 
FR 8854, Mar. 1, 1991] 

§ 455.21 Cooperation with State Med-
icaid fraud control units. 

In a State with a Medicaid fraud con-
trol unit established and certified 
under subpart C of this part, 

(a) The agency must— 
(1) Refer all cases of suspected pro-

vider fraud to the unit; 
(2) If the unit determines that it may 

be useful in carrying out the unit’s re-
sponsibilities, promptly comply with a 
request from the unit for— 

(i) Access to, and free copies of, any 
records or information kept by the 
agency or its contractors; 

(ii) Computerized data stored by the 
agency or its contractors. These data 
must be supplied without charge and in 
the form requested by the unit; and 

(iii) Access to any information kept 
by providers to which the agency is au-
thorized access by section 1902(a)(27) of 
the Act and § 431.107 of this subchapter. 
In using this information, the unit 
must protect the privacy rights of re-
cipients; and 

(3) On referral from the unit, initiate 
any available administrative or judi-
cial action to recover improper pay-
ments to a provider. 

(b) The agency need not comply with 
specific requirements under this sub-
part that are the same as the respon-
sibilities placed on the unit under sub-
part D of this part. 

§ 455.23 Withholding of payments in 
cases of fraud or willful misrepre-
sentation. 

(a) Basis for withholding. The State 
Medicaid agency may withhold Med-
icaid payments, in whole or in part, to 
a provider upon receipt of reliable evi-

dence that the circumstances giving 
rise to the need for a withholding of 
payments involve fraud or willful mis-
representation under the Medicaid pro-
gram. The State Medicaid agency may 
withhold payments without first noti-
fying the provider of its intention to 
withhold such payments. A provider 
may request, and must be granted, ad-
ministrative review where State law so 
requires. 

(b) Notice of withholding. The State 
agency must send notice of its with-
holding of program payments within 5 
days of taking such action. The notice 
must set forth the general allegations 
as to the nature of the withholding ac-
tion, but need not disclose any specific 
information concerning its ongoing in-
vestigation. The notice must: 

(1) State that payments are being 
withheld in accordance with this provi-
sion; 

(2) State that the withholding is for a 
temporary period, as stated in para-
graph (c) of this section, and cite the 
circumstances under which with-
holding will be terminated; 

(3) Specify, when appropriate, to 
which type or types of Medicaid claims 
withholding is effective; and 

(4) Inform the provider of the right to 
submit written evidence for consider-
ation by the agency. 

(c) Duration of withholding. All with-
holding of payment actions under this 
section will be temporary and will not 
continue after: 

(1) The agency or the prosecuting au-
thorities determine that there is insuf-
ficient evidence of fraud or willful mis-
representation by the provider; or 

(2) Legal proceedings related to the 
provider’s alleged fraud or willful mis-
representation are completed. 

[52 FR 48817, Dec. 28, 1987] 

Subpart B—Disclosure of Informa-
tion by Providers and Fiscal 
Agents 

SOURCE: 44 FR 41644, July 17, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 455.100 Purpose. 
This subpart implements sections 

1124, 1126, 1902(a)(38), 1903(i)(2), and 
1903(n) of the Social Security Act. It 
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